
neighbors , to strangers 

and friends, and offer 
them something so basic 

and necessary that I 
knew we had done 

something to really help. 
Itõs not about making 
ourselves feel good, itõs 

about doing whatõs right. 
Perhaps we can think 

about something similar 
again in the spring. 

 
In peace and hope, 

 
 
 

Beth 

T 
here are events in 

the life of a church 
which make a minis-

ter feel very, very proud. 
On Saturday , December 

19th, a large group 
gathered in Fellowship 

Hall to sort and bag all 
the groceries that had 
been donated in the pre-

vious weeks. Together we 
assembled over 53 bags 

of canned goods! The 
next day, on Sunday, De-

cember 20th , the three 
back pews lined with gro-

ceries, made me very 
proud. When less than a 
dozen bags were left 

after the service, I knew 
we had just done a very 

good thing. Generosity 
spoke volumes, and I 

knew that the groceries 
were going where they 

were needed. More 
bags went home after 
the Christmas Eve ser-

vice. Not a bit of it went 
to waste. We were able 

to reach out to our 

From Reverend Beth 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

FROM REVEREND BETH 1 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOP-

MENT 
2 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 3 

IN AND AROUND OUR 

CHURCH 
7 

AROUND THE OMD 9 

FAITH IN ACTION 10 

EVENTS CALENDAR 11 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 12 

Inside this issue: 

January 2010 

 N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  F IR S T  U N I T A R I A N  C H U R C H O F  T O L E D O 

Chalice News & Notes 

Special points of interest: 

 
HELPING NEIGHBORS AND 

FRIENDS - SEE PAGE 1 

PATH TO MEMBERSHIP 

CLASSES - SEE PAGE 8 

We Put Our Faith Into Action! 

Many hands made the work light - which was a good thing, considering the amount of food donated 
by our congregation for the food drive.  Nearly twenty of our members showed up on Saturday, 
November 31st to put food items into fifty-three grocery bags! 
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WHAT DOES THE 

WORLD NEED 

FROM ME THIS 

YEAR? 

1.  What can I do for myself this year? 

a. Eat well 

b. Exercise 

c. Read 

d. Be thankful for my many blessings 

e. Recharge and renew at First Unitarian Church when I can 

f. All of the above 

 

2. What can I do for the ones I love this year? 

a. Tell them I love them often 

b. Hug them often 

c.  Laugh together often 

d. All of the above 

 

3. What does the world need from me this year? 

a. Love and protect the earth and all its creatures 

b. Work for justice 

c. Make peace 

d. Treat everyone with dignity and respect 

e. Embrace our differences 

f. All of the above 

 

4. My wish for you and yours? 

a. Happy New Year!  

b. Peace on Earth! 

c. Good will toward all! 

d. All of the above 

e.  

Blessings, 

 

 

Rev. Lynn Kerr      (Key:  1.  f, 2.  d,  3.  f, 4.  d) 

NOTE: Reverend Kerr, our Minister of Religious Education, works for us on a half-time basis.  
Her other half-time position is minister of the Lyons Unitarian Universalist Church.  You can con-
tact her at our church, P: 419 381-6999, or E: revlynn@uutoledo.org 
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THE TRADITIONS OF 

UNITARIANISM AND 

UNIVERSALISM 

BOTH HAVE LONG 

HISTORIES THAT 

INCLUDE SCANDAL 

AND 

CONTROVERSY  

January 3 
SERMON:  Time Marches Onñled by Reverend Lynn Kerr 
The traditions of Unitarianism and Universalism both have long histories that in-

clude scandal and controversy.  How have the two religions evolved over hun-
dreds of years and what might be in store for the year and decades ahead? 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
10 a.m.:  Children  

Nursery Open 9:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
K-3:  UU CaféñK-1 Room  

4-8:  UU Caféñ2-3 Room 
10:30 a.m.:  Children  

K-8:  Choir Rehearsalñ4-6 Room 

10 a.m.:  Adults and Youth 
Spirit and Creativity 

Karen Porter shares her love of the Native American Flute as a spiritual 
practice--Fellowship Hall 

 
Due to very low attendance, the Connections Series will be canceled for the re-

mainder of the year.  If you wish to find others with similar interests, please see 
Reverend Lynn, and we can schedule rooms for informal gatherings after church. 

 

11 a.m.:  Children  
Our Annual Soup Bowls Project will begin.  Children will begin to make 

pottery bowls with potter, Kelly Savino.  At the end of the month, the com-
pleted bowls will be filled with donated soup and sold to raise money for 

the Northwest Ohio Food Bank. 
MUSIC NOTES:  What better way to ring in the new year than with all kinds of 

bells?  The prelude, òCarillonó by Myron Roberts, uses the organõs CHIME stop.  
The offertory, Edvard Griegõs piano piece, òKlokkeklang,ó shows how the com-
poser thought Ringing Bells should sound.  The postlude is òLes Clochesó (The Bells) 

by Nicolas le Begue (1630-1702), and Iõll find some special bells for him also. 
MEETING:  12:15 p.m.  Directory photos taken in Fellowship Hall 

 

January 10 
SERMON:  I am Chacarunañled by Reverend Beth Marshall 
There is a legend in Peru of the Chacaruna.  In the native dialect, "Chaca" means 

"bridge" and "runa" means "man," literally a "bridgeman."  The story goes that a 
bridgeman helps someone else through the transitions in life that we all face.  The 

reality is that in many ways we have elements of "chacaruna" within usñ
professionals and non-professionals alike. We help each other in our Chalice Cir-
cles, in Adult RE classes, and over coffee after church.  As neighbors and friends, 

we listen, we hear each other, and we hold a hand to stranger and friend alike. 
  

(Continued on page 4) 
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SUNDAYõS ORGAN 

MUSIC GOES 

FROM òSING 

JOYFULLYó BY 

CONTEMPORARY 

COMPOSER, 

ROBERT J. 

POWELL, TO A 

òFUGUEó BY 

GEORGE FRIDERIC 

HANDEL.   

Gladys Rudolph, Director of 
Music 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
10 a.m. :  Children  

Nursery Open 9:50 a.m.ð12:15 p.m. 
K-8:  Music & Meñ4-6 Room 

10:30 a.m.:  Children  
K-8:  Choir Rehearsalñ4-6 Room 

10 a.m.:  Adults and Youth 
Spirit and Creativity 
Bonnie Olsen shares her quilting experiencing and how this activity can 

express oneõs spiritualityñFellowship Hall 
11 a.m.: Children 

Grades K-8 attend a portion of the 11 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary and are 
then escorted to their classes: 

Grades K-3:  Chapel (4-6 Room) 
Grades 4-6:  Hunger (2-3 Room) 

Grades 7-8:  Hunger (7-8 Room) 
MUSIC NOTES:  Sundayõs organ music goes from òSing Joyfullyó by contempo-
rary composer, Robert J. Powell, to a òFugueó by George Frideric Handel.  The 

Gathering will sing during the offering, and the Chalice Choir will sing a modern 
arrangement of òBuilding Bridges,ó an English Quaker Round. 

MEETINGS:  12:15 p.m.ñAfter getting something to eat and drink, visitors are 
invited to bring their food to Room #127 to meet Sunday Greeters and have a 

chance to ask questions about our faith and church and to become better ac-
quainted. 

6:30 p.m.ñMeditation Group meets at Lynn Lyleõs home.  (Details under In and 
Around Our Church). 
 

January 17 
SERMON:  Selfless Preservationñled by Jerry Kerr. 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
10 a.m.:  Children  

Nursery Open 9:50 a.m.ð12:15 p.m. 
K-3:  UU CaféñK-1 Room  

4-8:  UU Caféñ2-3 Room 
10:30 a.m.:  Children  

K-8:  Choir Rehearsalñ4-6 Room 
10 a.m.:  Adults and Youth 

Spirit and Creativity 

Potter Kelly Savino shares her lifeõs work of pottery and participants will 
create a small pottery piece of their ownñFellowship Hall 

11 a.m.: Children 
Grades K-8 attend a portion of the 11 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary and are 

then escorted to their classes: 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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REVEREND BETH 

WILL BE 

PREACHING 

BOTH SERVICES 

AT OUR LADY 

OF PERPETUAL 

HELP CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 

Upcoming Sundays - cont. 

Grades K-1:  Hunger (K-1 Room)  
Grades 2-3:  Hunger (2-3 Room) 

Grades 4-8: Chapel (4-6 Room) 
MUSIC NOTES:  The organ prelude is Dale Woodõs arrangement of òMy Shep-

herd Will Supply My Need,ó a Southern Harmony hymn tune from 1835.  During 
the offering Lesli McCage, clarinet, and Bonnie Rowe, oboe, will play òDuoó by 

Marion Bauer.  The Chalice Choirõs anthem is the lively spiritual, òPoor Man Laza-
rus.ó  The postlude is òTrumpet Voluntaryó by Starling Goodwin. 
MEETING:  12:15 p.m.  Directory photos taken in Fellowship Hall 

 

January 24 
SERMON:  Presented by Reverend Ed Heilman, Park Church (UCC). 
Today is the Beverly Cluster Pulpit Exchange Day:  Reverend Beth will be preach-

ing both services at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, and Reverend 
Ed Heilman of Park Church will be preaching at First Unitarian.  Details TBA.  

 
LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 

10 a.m.:  Children  
Nursery Open 9:50 a.m.ð12:15 p.m. 
K-3:  UU CaféñK-1 Room  

4-8:  UU Caféñ 2-3 Room 
OR 

Yoga for Grades K-8 ð (Optional) - 4-6 Room 
10:30 a.m.:  Children  

K-8:  Choir Rehearsalñ4-6 Room 
10 a.m.:  Adults and Youth 

Spirit and Creativity 
The RE Council is proud to present author and University of Toledo crea-

tive writing professor Jane Bradley reading from her latest book, Are We Lucky 

Yet? ðFellowship Hall 
Bradleyõs writing captures the stormy world of her protagonists, detailing 

their hazardous, often savagely violent lives with confidence.  Comedy alongside 
heartache, her stories focus on those small flickers of hope that keep us human. 

11 a.m.:  Children 
Our Annual Soup Bowls Project will continue.  Children will finish their pot-

tery bowls for the January 31 fundraiser for the Northwest Ohio Food 
bank. 

MUSIC NOTES:  We all know Pachelbelõs òCanon,ó but do you know his 

òToccataó?  You will hear it as the prelude on this Sunday.  The Chalice Choir will 
sing òGod Help the Outcastsó from òThe Hunchback of Notre Dame,ó music by 

Alan Menken.  The offertory music is by Robert Lau, and the postlude is òHeeding 
the Calló by Tom Birchwood. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ON TWO 

SUNDAYS IN 

JANUARY, WITH 

THE HELP OF 

POTTER KELLY 

SAVINO, OUR 

CHILDREN WILL 

BE MAKING 

POTTERY BOWLS 

Bob Rudolph, Commissioned 
Lay Leader  

MEETINGS:  12:15 p.m.ñAfter getting something to eat and drink, visitors are 
invited to bring their food to Room #127 to meet Sunday Greeters and have a 

chance to ask questions about our faith and church and to become better ac-
quainted. 

6:30 p.m.ñMeditation Group meets at Lynn Lyleõs home.  (Details under In and 
Around Our Church). 

 

January 31 
SERMON:  Compassion SundayñReverend Beth and the Social Justice Board 
A large component of our mission as a church revolves around social justice is-
sues.  This morning, we will hear first hand from a number of members who are 

intimately involved with social justice projects and why it is that they stay in-
volved.     

 
LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 

10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. for Children K-8ñSet up for: 
 

Soup Bowls for Hunger during Coffee Hour.   

On two Sundays in January, with the help of potter Kelly Savino, our children will 

be making pottery bowls.  To benefit the NW Ohio Food Bank, on January 31, at 

Coffee Hour, youõll be able to buy one of these hand-made bowls, each filled 

with your choice of soup, served by our UU kids.  When youõre finished your soup, 

you can keep the beautiful bowl! 

10 a.m.:  Adults and Youth 
Spirit and Creativity 

Bernie Spiegel will share his spiritual practice of drumming. If you have a 
drum, bring it along.  We will also have a few to borrow during the sessionñ

Adult Classroom 
 

MUSIC NOTES:  Sergei Prokofievõs òTroikaó (the title refers to a sleigh drawn by 

three horses) will be played by the Handbell Choir.  The very quiet òLargoó from 
the Winter section of Vivaldiõs The Four Seasons is the offertory music.  The Chal-

ice Choir will sing a wild new anthem called òFences,ó and the postlude is an ar-
rangement of òLight of Agesó (see hymn #190 in Singing the Living Tradition) by 

Lani Smith. 
 
MEETINGS:  12:30 p.m.ñGreen Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

1 p.m.ñOWL Parent/Child Orientation Meeting for 4-6 Gradesñ4-6 Room 

(Continued from page 5) 
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THE MEMBERS OF 

THE STEWARDSHIP 

COMMITTEE WILL 

BE GLAD TO 

ANSWER ANY 

QUESTIONS 

ABOUT THE 

CAMPAIGN 

In and Around Our Church 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The stewardship committee is ramping up for the 2010-2011 annual and capital cam-
paign.  Over the past two years, we have taken huge strides towards ensuring the long 
term financial viability of liberal religion in Northwest Ohio.  It has been 16 months since 
we have made a draw on our endowment.  This is a stunning positive trend.  Our budget 
is now balanced because we have cut programs as well as staff, and we have a building 
that is more efficient to operate  This progress is a clear expression of the will of our 

congregation to thrive and the talent and effort of our financial leadership. 

In 2008-2009 annual campaign, we realized $209,000 which was slightly less than 
90% of the $236,000 pledged.  In the current fiscal year, 2009-2010, $242,000 was 
pledged and through the first quarter the amount realized is about $8,000 behind the 
amount pledged.  For 2010-2011, the challenge will be for members and friends to sup-
port each other in giving generously to meet our annual expenses and to provide the 
means for growth.  The canvassers will encourage each member to become a fair-share 
giver.  The fair-share giving guide is on the stewardship webpage: http://

www.uutoledo.org/stewardship.html. 

On the capital side, we pledged $450,000 and to date have actually received 
$165,000.  The capital campaign pledges are a three-year commitment and receipts 
are running slightly ahead of our projections.  While the amount originally pledged is 
substantial for a congregation of our size in a time of economic downturn, the pledges 
do not fully cover paying off our loan for moving to the new building.  See the table be-
low: 
 

 
 

Therefore, we will ask members and friends to consider increasing their commitments to 

the capital campaign. 

The members of the stewardship committee will be glad to answer any questions about 
the campaign.  The overall schedule is to begin training canvassers early in December, 
kick-off the campaign in the beginning of January, and conclude it in March.  The com-
mittee will communicate about the campaign through face-to-face meetings, the Stew-

ardship webpage, FYI, newsletter, periodic meetings, and displays marking our progress. 

The co-chairs of the stewardship committee are Phil Teitlebaum and Nick Conrad.  Mem-
bers are Lawrence Anderson, Kathy Crowther, Stasia Hanson, Bob Hill, Doug Nims, and 

Steve Perlmutter. 

Original Balance of Note from First Merit $900,000 

Net proceeds from sale of Collingwood $317,000  

Receipts from Capital Campaign to Date $164,500  

Current Balance of Note $418,500  

Total Unpaid Pledges $285,200  

Unfunded Balance $133,300  
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PATH TO 

MEMBERSHIP 

PROVIDES A 

WEALTH OF 

INFORMATION 

FOR YOU. 

In and Around Our Church - cont. 

Meditation Group, January 10 and January 24, 6:30 p.m.:  The Meditation 

Group will meet on these dates at the home of Lynn Lyle. On January 10, Karen 
Porter will lead our meditation and discussion on forgiveness, a good way to start 

the New Year.  All are welcome to sit with us in silence, share thoughts and ex-
periences, and enjoy a cup of tea.  If you would like assistance with meditation 

practices, please contact Lynn. 
 

Path to Membership Classes, Wednesday Evenings January 13 and 20, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. AND Saturday Morning, January 30, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  Refreshments 
provided for both classes.  The Path to Membership classes helps those wishing to 

join First Unitarian understand the history, polity, and philosophy of Unitarian Uni-
versalism, the history of our own congregation in Toledo, the social and service 

opportunities in our church, and the privileges and responsibilities of membership.  
If youõve been wanting to explore membership with First Unitarian, Path to Mem-

bership provides a wealth of information for you. 
 

January 24, Potluck Meal after ChurchñSoups, Stews, and BreadsñFend off 
the chill of winter with warm, satisfying comfort foods.  Bring soups and stews to 
our fourth Sunday potluck.  Salads and hearty breads also welcome.  Warm up 

January with good conversations, good friends, and good food! 


