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We Put Our Faith Into Action! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What Role Do We Play? 
 
We tell the Nativity story  
because it continues to 
teach. The familiar, haunting 
images of homelessness, 
hope, frustration, and  
generosity are as accurate 
now as they were when the 
story was first told. Every 
week, the church office re-
ceives numerous phone calls 
and visits from people  

requesting basic assistance 
with food, money for  
transportation, and housing. 
As the economy struggles, 
the number of calls  
increases.  As graciously and 
as kindly as we can, we  
direct them to some of the 
social service agencies in 
Toledo, giving them phone 
numbers, but it never feels 
adequate. The need  
exceeds our resources.  
 
Each of us tends to identify 
on some level with one  
character in the story. In 
years past, I’ve identified 
with Mary, but more  
recently, as we are forced 
to turn so many people 
away, I am finding I identify 
with those innkeepers who 
had nothing to offer beyond 
an apology. I understand 
their frustration of wanting 

to help, of seeing a need, 
but not having the resources 
to really make a difference. 
And I don’t know what the 
solution could be.   
 
As the month of December  
proceeds, I invite you to  
reflect upon which role in the 
Nativity Story you might 
play? Are you one of the 
young parents needing a 
helping hand? Are you one 
of the bystanders who  
celebrates? Are you one of 
the innkeepers—the one 
who has resources to share 
or one who does not? I know 
which role I would “like” to 
play. 
 
In hope and peace, 
 
 
 
Beth 

Bits and Pieces 

Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life 
 
Judy Trautman has had numerous requests for back sections of her RE notes for Twelve 
Steps to a Compassionate Life. To enable access, they have been saved to PDF and put 
on the MultiFaith Council website, http://www.multifaithcouncil.org/
pages/12stepssummary.pdf. 
 

Globalized Soul 
 

Globalized Soul was such a hit that it will probably be shown again at some time in the 
future.  The film’s website is http://www.heavenearth.net/globalizedsoul.html.  It is also 
available for purchase on DVD. 



From DRE Heather 

Chalice News & Notes 

Kids preschool to 8th grade:  jump in your jammies and head to church!  
From 6-9 p.m., we’ll be partying UU style.  We’ll do some singing, 

make a craft or two, and watch a G-rated movie.  Bring a sleeping bag 
and stuffed animal if you’d like to cozy up during the movie.  Parents: 
need to get some holiday shopping done?  Here’s your chance! 

Page 2 

Heather Dinklage 
Director of Religious  
Education 

The holiday season is upon us, a time of fun and relaxation, but also of tension and stress.  
For me, the largest source of tension is between a) the commercialism and societal expecta-
tions of a “perfect” Christmas and b) keeping the holidays focused on the important people 
in my life.  It’s a hard line to walk.  No one wants to disappoint their loved ones, especially 
the children.  However, finding things that are meaningful and fun for the family that don’t 
revolve around stuff or cause stress can be challenging.  So that we, as a congregation, can 
help each other out with this dilemma, I’m posting a graffiti area on the RE bulletin board 
across from the Fellowship Hall.  Take a moment to jot down something you do with your  
family to make your holidays meaningful. 
 
I’ll get the ball rolling with my family’s very wacky tradition, The Cookie Fling.  I’m going to 
warn you that this tradition is off the charts terms of weirdness, but it’s fun, and everyone 
ends up with a smile.  During our holiday baking, we inevitably burn some cookies.  The year 
that The Cookie Fling was born, I was so frustrated at all the cookies I’d burned.  I was angry 
about the pressure I felt for everything to be perfect.  So instead, I decided to make it  
purposefully UNperfect.  On Christmas Eve I gathered everyone in the back yard and 
brought the burned cookies and some pancake turners with me.  One by one, everyone got a 
chance to fling a burned cookie in the back yard using a pancake turner.  After a while, we 
decided that there should be a prize for the person who flung the cookie the furthest.  I  
tentatively suggested that the winner could decide how to destroy the gingerbread house.  
(Who was going to eat the thing?  It had been sitting around for about a month at that 
point.)  I was worried that Matty, then age 3, would cry about destroying the gingerbread 
house.  Instead, he jumped up and down with glee at the possibility of destruction.  Every 
year since, there has been a new and different means of gingerbread house destruction,  
including stomping it, riding bikes over it, slamming it with a sledgehammer, and burning it. 
 
While other families are singing carols or baking bread, we are doing appalling things with 
our baked goods and having a great time.  It’s an unconventional practice to say the least, 
but the tradition is something we all look forward to every year, something that feels pretty 
sacred to our family. 

 
Your holiday tradition doesn’t have to be as weird as ours.  In fact, I would be surprised if it 
were.  Whatever it is that you do as a family to make the holidays special, please share it 
with us on the bulletin board across from the fellowship hall.  Then come back later to see 
what other families in the congregation do to keep the holidays meaningful.  Whatever your 
tradition, I wish you and your loved ones a very happy and meaningful holiday season. 
 
In faith and hope, 
 

Heather Dinklage, DRE  



December 2011 

Lifespan Faith DevelopmentñA Look Ahead 

 

Children and Youth will hold their dress rehearsal for the Christmas Pageant. 

RE thanks go to Melanie Christiansen  for being a weekly behind-the-scenes 

volunteer, to Phil Teitlebaum  for fixing furniture and other odds and ends, to  

Phil Klunk  for support with technology, and to Honnie Staples, Laura Lago, 

Tom Sheehan, Paul Perry, Anna Putnam, Bernie Spiegel, Petronella 

Holmes, and Aaron Myers  for getting the 11 a.m. hour off to a good start this 

year!   

Opportunity  7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ How long it lasts Other info 

Volunteer at the 
Holiday Almost 
Sleepover 

At the party we 
need people willing 
to help kids with 
simple snacks, sim-
ple crafts, and gen-
eral crowd control 

Get there at 5:45 
p.m., leave at 9:15 
p.m. 

One night only, 
December 16.  En-
joy the gratitude of 
parents who are 
trying to get holi-
day shopping done! 

Coming of Age 
(COA) Group 
Leader 

Twice a month, 
assist in planning 
and leading class for 
young people, 
grades 7-9. 

January-June, 10 
a.m.-noon, approxi-
mately two Sundays 
per month. 

This is a hefty com-
mitment, but it is a 
very rewarding 
volunteer opportu-
nity. 

Coming of Age 
(COA) Mentor 

Once a month,  
attend the COA 
class and assist a 
young person in 
thinking through 
ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÑÕÅÓȤ
tions. 

January-June, 10 
a.m.-noon, approxi-
mately 1 Sunday 
per month. 

You will be assigned 
one particular youth 
with whom to work.  
Can create a last-
ing, meaningful 
bond. 

All-ages RE Volun-
teer 

Assist with the 
January 1 program 
for kids up through 
8th grade. 

One Sunday only, 
10:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. 

No prep work in-
volved!  Simply 
show up ready to 
help! 

UU Café Room 
Remodelers 

Assist in finishing 
the wallpaper tear-
down, wall prep, 
and painting. 

Until the room is 
done! 

You can come in 
Mondays or Thurs-
days between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. or 
by appointment.  
"ÒÉÎÇ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄȠ ÉÔȭÓ 
more fun that way! 
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To volunteer, e-mail Heather at dre@uutoledo.org or call the church office. 



Upcoming Sundays  
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Chalice News & Notes 

Bob Rudolph 
Chaplain 

Gladys Rudolph 
Music Director  

December 4 
 
SERMON:  Hopeful Births—led by Reverend Beth Marshall 
  
While we often hear the birth story of Jesus this time of year, there are others whose 
births were also heralded by angels and predicted by prophets.  This morning we will 
examine a few of them, embracing the words of Religious Educator, Sophia Lyons Fahs:  
"Each night a child is born is a holy night." 
 
LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Adults and Youth 

 
10 a.m.  Discussing the Inevitable—led by Laurie Pangle (Fellowship Hall) 

 
Children 
 
 9:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.—Nursery Open 
 
 10 a.m. Grades K-8—UU Café:  Crafts (2-3 Room) 
 

11 a.m.  Grades K-3:  We Love to Discover (K-3 Room) 
  Grades 4-6:  Me in Faith Community, Faith Community in Me (4-6 Room) 
  Grades 7-8:  Life is like a Box of Chocolates, Take 2 (Youth Room) 

 
MUSIC NOTES:   This morning’s music mingles the traditional with the contemporary, 
starting with Joel Raney’s take on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” featuring an organ/
piano duet between Marcia Klunk and Gladys Rudolph; Mark Hayes’ arrangement of 
Bach’s familiar “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”; and the Chalice Choir’s anthem, “Over the 
Rainbow.” 
 
MEETING:  9 a.m.  Membership Committee Meeting. 
            12-3 p.m.  Christmas Bazaar 
 

December 11 
 
SERMON:  Called to Saintliness by Life—led by Chaplain Bob Rudolph 
 
Today’s sermon is the second in a series responding to challenging UU identity questions 
raised by UU minister and seminary professor, David Bumbaugh.  Bumbaugh asks, 
“Whom do we serve?”  The sermon stresses that through our deeds of compassion we 
become a community of transformation. 
 
 

Youth Group—Sunday evening the Youth Group meets to go to The Lights before 
Christmas. 
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Upcoming Sundaysñcont. 

December 2011 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Adults and Youth 

 
10 a.m.  Malawi Shallow Well Project—led by Rick Delaney 
 

Children 
 

9:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m.—Nursery Open 
 

10 a.m.  Grades K-8—UU Kids Care Club (2-3 Room) 
 

11 a.m.  Grades K-3:  Love in Our Congregation (K-3 Room) 
  Grades 4-6:  We Need Not Think Alike to Love Alike ( 4-6 Room) 
  Grades 7-8:  Whoõs Got the Power?  Film:  Bruce Almighty (Youth Room) 
 

MUSIC NOTES:   The Handbell Choir starts this Sunday’s service music with an arrange-
ment of Bach’s “Sheep May Safely Graze.”  The Chalice Choir’s anthem, UU composer 
Elizabeth Alexander’s “One More Redeemer,” underscores the sermon theme.  We look 
forward to hearing Toledo Symphony violinist, David Dyer, playing Loeillot’s “Largo” as 
we participate in the ritual of the offering. 
 
MEETINGS:  12:30 p.m.  Green Sanctuary Committee, Room 120 
                   12:30 p.m.  Kitchen Committee Meeting 
          6:30 p.m.  Meditation Group (details under In and Around Our Church) 
 

December 18 
 
SERVICE:  The Spirit of the Christmas Tree 
 
Today’s intergenerational service has been created entirely by UU composer, Joyce 
Poley.  It intertwines a gentle story of acceptance with a pageant of the Christmas story, 
complete with actors from among our congregation and music by the Chalice Choir.  Even 
the congregation gets a chance to sing along.  You’ll go home touched with compassion 
and joy. 
  
LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Adults and Youth 

 
10 a.m.  Volunteer Opportunities with Mountain Mentors: How You Can Help  
              Tdayõs Youth by Modeling Your Own Personal Life Experiences—led by  
              Steve Toth (Fellowship Hall) 

 
Children 
 

9:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m.—Nursery Open 
 

10 a.m.  Grades K-8—UU Café (2-3 Room) 
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Upcoming Sundaysñcont. 
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11 a.m.  Children attend the Intergenerational Service in the Sanctuary. 
  
MEETING:  12:15 p.m.  Sorting and Distributing FOCUS gifts.  Sanctuary. 
 

Christmas Eve--December 24, 5 p.m. 
 
SERVICE:  Candles, Stories and Carols—Family Service led by Reverend Beth Marshall 
  
Join us tonight for one of the most beautiful services of the year.  As is our tradition, we 
will sing familiar carols, dedicate new babies and children, hear stories of hope, and 
light candles to celebrate the season. 
 
MUSIC NOTES:  We celebrate this cultural holiday event with carols, accompanied by 
Toledo Symphony principal trombonist, Garth Simmons, as well as special music by  
members of The Gathering. 
 

December 25--Christmas 
 
SERVICE:  Yes, Virginia, The Church is Open on Christmas— 
               A Family Celebration led by Reverend Beth Marshall 
  
The morning we'll be doing something outside of the norm, acknowledging that many will 
want to be with their families and that others would like to be in the company of church 
friends.  Please bring a can of food for "Feed Your Neighbor"  and a reminiscences of a 
Christmas past you can share.   
 
Christmas Brunch provided by the Potluck Crew. 

In and Around Our Church 

Christmas Bazaar 
 
Saturday, December 3, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Sunday, December 4, 12-3 p.m.  Our annual 
Christmas bazaar features lots of good gift possibilities and is one of the important fund-
raisers for our church.  Don’t miss this year’s bazaar. 
 
Join the holiday FUN!  Thirteen vendors have reserved tables for the two day event as 
well as the four church sponsored tables and a book sale. Most vendors will be stationed 
in Fellowship Hall, and reusable shopping bags with First Unitarian's identification on 
them will be for sale.  
 
Lunch menu (for a nominal price) will be available both days, with tables set up in RE 
rooms for dining.  
 
In addition to outside vendors, there are a number of church-sponsored booths: 
 
"Yarn Shop" - Yarn, fiber, and needles. Sponsored by Carrie Baum. 



Page 7 

December 2011 

In and Around Our Churchñcont. 

"Winter Sweater Store"  - winter weight sweaters in styles for women,  men, children and 
unisex.  All sweaters not sold at the bazaar will be given to charity. Sponsored by Chris 
Brown. 
 
"Jewelry Store" - New and gently used jewelry in a variety of styles. Sponsored by Chris 
Brown. 
 
"Collectable Corner" - Hidden treasures from the attics and basements of our members. 
Maybe you'll find that perfect holiday gift for someone! that point.  Sponsored by Julia 
McGhee. 
 
Meditation Group 
 
December 11, 6:30 p.m., Lyle home.  Please join us for a quiet hour during this busy 
season. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 11, to sit together in medita-
tion, enjoy tea, and discuss the topic of our opening guided meditation, which will be the 
Buddha’s “Five Ways of Putting an End to Anger,” interpreted by Thich Nhat Hanh. 
 
We will not meet on Christmas Day, but if you would like to begin the new year with the 
energy of group silence at 5 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, please e-mail Lynn Lyle.   
 
TEALL News 
 
New OfficersñJarvis Gamble, president.  Mark Wisniewski, treasurer (continuing). 
 
All members of the congregation are eligible to be TEALL members, with no dues or fees, 
as the organization is well funded by the William Wine Endowment, payable to the Lay-
men's League—for fostering UU ideals and furthering members’ education.  The women's 
Evening Alliance has joined with the men's Layman's League to strengthen the organiza-
tion.  All are invited to participate in TEALL activities.  The recent addition of the elec-
tronic sign for the church, and some of the needed computer programs have been funded 
by the Wine monies. 
 
December Potluck: A Holiday Brunch 

  
Our December potluck falls on Christmas Day . . . probably NOT a day you had 
planned to make a potluck dish!  Instead, join your friends for a light brunch after the 
church service, provided by the potluck crew.  We’ll have an egg casserole, juice, fruit, 
and breads.  And then you can go home and cook for your family! 
  

Looking Ahead: Upcoming Potlucks 
January 22:  A Mid-Winter Tropical Feast 

February 26:  A Mardi Gras Festival 
March 25:  Annual Chili Cook-Off 

  



Our Faith in Action 

Chalice News & Notes 
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FOCUS Holiday Gift Program 
 

First Unitarian welcomes the opportunity once again to be able to provide a holiday 
season to both single adults and families struggling to get back on their feet.  We’ll be 
providing holiday gifts for approximately 25 FOCUS clients who have been screened 
for need.  
 

To participate:   
 

Select a gift tag from the holiday tree in the church lobby.  Purchase the gift, wrap it 
(with the gift tag on the outside for proper distribution), and place it under the holiday 
tree in the Sanctuary by December 18.   

 

If you are unable to shop, please consider writing a check, and we’ll shop for you.  Do-
nations permitting, each family receives a Kroger gift card.  Make checks out to First Uni-
tarian (with FOCUS HOLIDAY PROGRAM in the memo line).  Checks can be placed in the 
offering plate, mailed in to the church office, or given to Shelly Hopson. 

 

Help sort/deliver gifts after the service on December 18.  Lots of volunteers are needed 
on this day to lighten the burden on each person.  This is always a lot of fun and a great 
way to meet new people.  And it’s a great opportunity for the FOCUS families as well.  
A sign-up sheet for Delivery Elves will be placed on the Social Justice Bulletin Board so 
we can plan efficiently.  
 

To get involved, or for questions, contact Shelly or David Hopson.   
 
Green Sanctuary 
 
December 11, Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting, 12:30 p.m., Room 120.  
 
Family Promise News 

 
The Social Justice Committee of First Unitarian Church is saddened to report that the 
Family Promise program has temporarily suspending operations.  We are told they in-
tend to resume operations sometime in 2012.  It is unfortunate that we were informed of 
this only days after donations to Family Promise were solicited on Sunday, November 13.  
The Social Justice Committee has decided to hold on to the collection until after the New 
Year, awaiting a definitive answer on the program’s future. We will keep the  
congregation posted as to any changes. In the meantime, if any donor would like their 
contribution returned, assuming we can identify the donor, please contact Phil Zepp, our 
Family Promise representative.   
 
 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday  

1 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Chalice Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 

 
Office 
Closed 

3 
 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Christmas Bazaar  
 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Sit ón Spin/Knit 
 

 
  

  
   

 

                                       4 
9 a.m. Membership Committee Mtg. 
9:50 a.m.  Nursery 
10 a.m. UU Café:  K-8   
             Adult RE Program 
11 a.m. Service 
             Childrenôs RE Classes 
12-3 p.m.  Christmas Bazaar 
 
EveningðYouth Group Zoo Outing  

5 
 
 Office  
 Closed 
 

 

6 
 
7 p.m. Weaversô  
          Guild 
 
7 p.m. Gathering 
           Rehearsal  
 

7 

 
 

8 

 
7:30 p.m.  
Chalice Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

9 
 
Office 
Closed 
 
6-9 p.m.  
Holiday 
Almost 
Sleepover 
Party 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
 

11 
9:50 a.m.  Nursery 
10 a.m.  UU Kids Care Club:  K-8 
             Adult RE Program 
11 a.m. Service  
             Childrenôs RE Classes 
12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour 
12:30 p.m.  Green Sanctuary  
                   Comm. Mtg. 
12:30 p.m.  Kitchen Comm.  Mtg. 
6:30 p.m.  MeditationðLyleôs  

12 
 
 Office  
 Closed 
 

 

13 
 

7 p.m. Gathering 
           Rehearsal  

14 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Stewardship 
Comm. Mtg. 
 
7 p.m.  Board 
            Meeting  

15 

 
7:30 p.m.  
Chalice Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 
 

16 
 
Office 
Closed 
 
 

 

17 

 
4 p.m.  Dress 
Rehearsal for 
Christmas  
Pageant  

18 
9:50 a.m.  Nursery 
10 a.m.  UU Café:  K-8 
              Adult RE Program 
11 a.m.  Family Service: 
              Spirit of the Christmas Tree 
12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour 
12:30 p.m. Distribution of FOCUS 
gifts 
 
Newsletter Deadline   

19 
 
 Office  
 Closed 
 

 

20 
  
7 p.m. Gathering 
           Rehearsal 

21 
 
7 p.m. Wednesday 
Evening Chalice 
Circle 
 
 
 

 

22 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Chalice Choir  
Rehearsal 

23 
 
Office 
Closed 
 
 
 
 

 

 24 

 
5 p.m.  
Christmas Eve 
Family Service   
 

Christmas Sunday           25  
 
11 a.m.  Family Celebration 
               
12:15 p.m.  Brunch provided by  
                   Potluck Crew  

26 

 
Office 
Closed 
 

 

27 
 
7 p.m. Gathering 
           Rehearsal 

 

28 29 

 
7:30 p.m.  
Chalice Choir  
Rehearsal 

30 
 
Office 
Closed 
 
 

31 
 
 

Calendar of  Events 

December 2011 

"How bittersweet it is, on winter's night, 
To listen, by the sputtering, smoking fire, 
As distant memories, through the fog-dimmed light, 
Rise, to the muffled chime of churchbell choir."   

 
- Charles Baudelaire, The Cracked Bell  



Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
January Newsletter Deadline: 
December 18, 2011 
Robert S. Rudolph       
Editor-in-Chief 
E-mail: rrudolph@uutoledo.org 
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(EST. 1860) UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

We Put Our Faith Into Action! 
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Toledo, OH  43614 

P: 419 381-6999 
E: office@uutoledo.org 
W: www.uutoledo.org 
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Paul Hanson, Treasurer 
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Kathy Crowther 
Rick Goheen 
Stasia Hanson, Vice-president Finance 
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Melinda Swartz 

Church Staff: 
Reverend Beth Marshall, Senior Minister 
E-mail:  revbeth@uutoledo.org 
 
Heather Dinklage, Director of Religious Education  
E-mail: dre@uutoledo.org 
 
Robert S. Rudolph, Chaplain 
E-mail:  rrudolph@uutoledo.org 
 
Gladys Rudolph, Director of Music 
E-mail:  musicdirector@uutoledo.org 
 
Jill Rosenberger, Office Administrator 
E-mail:   jillr@uutoledo.org 
P: 419 381-6999 
 
Melinda Swartz, Wedding and Events Coordinator 
E-mail:  eventscoordinator@uutoledo.org 

In the interest of protecting the private information of our church members, all phone 
numbers and personal e-mails have been removed from the online version of this news-
letter. Please refer to the most recent church directory or the weekly UU-FYI e-mail for 

contact information. 


